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To the Editor:
This past Sunday I found myself thinking about all the 
good people who have been victims of all the injustices inﬂ ict-
ed upon them by the whole Agriprocessors mess. (Maybe the 
timing relates to the Christmas season and what it represents in 
peace and goodwill to all). Even though many, many citizens 
of this town are just sick and tired and worn down thinking 
about the Rubashkins and Agriprocessors and what they have 
done to this community, we all know that the hurt inﬂ icted by 
the dishonest, unscrupulous, and inept business practices will 
linger a long, long time. How long can the forces of charity 
continue to provide?
I think it bears repeating that many local, private business-
es have been hit extremely hard ﬁ nancially, as detailed in the 
bankruptcy ﬁ ling. The following listing of some of the busi-
nesses hardest hit was recorded on an internet listing:
Jacobson Stafﬁ ng Company of Des Moines, $845, 389; Alli-
ant Energy, $318,235; Prairie Agri-Enterprises, Inc., $205,000; 
Nyemaster Good Voigts of Des Moines, $208,636; Postville 
Farmers Cooperative, $119,798. Creditors in Postville include 
the City of Postville, Abraham White, Agriprocessors Workers 
Fund, Bob Benson, Bodley Equipment, Dan’s Nail and Pail, 
David Kloger, Electric Motor Shop, GAL Investments, John’s 
Appliance, John’s Hardware, Larry’s Plumbing and Heating, 
LTI Kinetico Water Conditioning, Mark Schweitzer, Meyer 
Concrete, B and K Heating and Plumbing, Postville Herald-
Leader, Rabbi Giora Bass, Rabbi Michael Shpizer, S and P Re-
frigeration, Sebastian Crane Service, Sholom Rubashkin, Stef-
fans Tropical, Suckow Dairy, Szabo Construction and Wishing 
Well.
There are also many other businesses in the area listed 
from Allamakee, Fayette, Clayton and Winneshiek counties 
and throughout Northeast Iowa.
I would wager that any of the above would have an opinion 
on whether Sholom Rubashkin should be granted release on 
bail prior to next September.
Also bearing mention is the fact that the above does not in-
clude the approximately six million dollars owed the livestock 
producers of the area. This attempt at swindling will not ﬂ y, 
thankfully, because of the governments’ USDA Packers and 
Stockyards Act.
K. Weston
Postville
Letter to the Editor:
Change Pentagon Regulation
Sometimes I think there is a digressive unit within the Pen-
tagon charged with dreaming up regulations designed to ag-
gravate our military forces and veterans.
In March 2008 the Pentagon issued a change in regulations 
signiﬁ cantly narrowing the deﬁ nition of combat disabilities. 
The Pentagon stated that disability beneﬁ ts should be higher 
for military personnel wounded in combat versus those injured 
in non-combat situations.
Two recent cases point out the absurdity of the new regula-
tion.  Sergeant Lori Meshell suffered a shattered hip and back 
injuries while diving for cover during a mortar attack in Iraq. 
Since she was not hit by shrapnel, the Pentagon ruled her inju-
ries were not combat-related and she was not entitled to about 
$1,200 per month in beneﬁ ts.  Corporal James Dixon experi-
enced a traumatic brain injury, a concussion, a dislocated hip, 
and hearing loss from roadside bomb and mine explosions in 
Iraq and his case was ruled non combat-related.  (This infor-
mation is based on an article in the Boston Globe of November 
27, 2008.)
This regulation has to be changed to classify all injuries 
experienced by military personnel in war zones as combat-
related.
I state the preceding comments as a former PO2(E-5) and 
LT(O-3), U.S. Navy.
Donald A. Moskowitz
Londonderry, NH
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er. Mitchell Schultz stayed 
perfect at 18-0 and Ethan 
Snitker kept up his furious 
pace of pins as he now has a 
total of 15 with nine in a row.
Jeff Abbas, manager of KPVL 
radio begins his work day at 
5 a.m. Abbas has played har-
monica and dulcimer with 
some of his favorite artists 
from the area who have per-
formed live on the radio.
The Postville Board of 
Education met on January 
14 and decided to move for-
ward with Project NICHES 
to expand and renovate the 
YMCA.
The following students 
have been named to the 
Dean’s List at Buena Vista 
University: Amanda Catter-
son, Megan Kruckenberg and 
Alex Hangartner. Lexie Ever-
man has been named to the 
list at Marshalltown Commu-
nity College.
The Pirate wrestlers 
crowned two champions at 
the tournament at MFL Mar-
Mac. Receiving ﬁ rst were 
Mitchell Schultz and Aaron 
Dibble. Placing second was 
Mark Donlon.
Postville’s John R. Mott 
High School has recently 
been named one of the top 
high schools in America by U. 
S. News and World Report.
Following a week ﬁ lled 
with temperatures in the sin-
gle digits for highs and below 
zero for lows, snow returned 
to the area on Monday with 
six to ten inches falling in the 
last 24 hours.
Ruth Hartley, Dean 
Downing and Donna Thomp-
son were all chosen as Team 
Members of the Quarter at the 
Isle of Capri.
Samantha Wahls was 
named to the Dean’s List at 
South Dakota State Univer-
sity. Stacy Berns and Cory 
Miner were named to the 
Dean’s List at Wartburg Col-
lege.
Drew Lubka recently 
competed in the Indoor Mo-
torcross competition where 
he ﬁ nished fourth in his divi-
sion.
Amy Dickel, who relo-
cated to Postville from Cali-
fornia, has opened a State 
Farm Insurance Agency in 
Postville.
Bob Jacobs and Pam Liv-
ingood were honored recently 
for their years of service with 
CenturyTel. Bob has been 
with the organization for 35 
years and Pam for 20.
Robert P. Stavnes, son of 
Clara Kruse and the late John 
Stavnes, has been promoted 
in the U. S. Army to the rank 
of Col.
Mitchell Schultz and 
Ethan Snitker brought home 
ﬁ rst place medals at the Up-
per Iowa Conference wres-
tling meet.
February
Larry and Mary Jo Moore 
received the Iowa High 
School Athletic Association’s 
“Friends of School” Award 
at the basketball game last 
Friday night. Teresa Berg pre-
sented them with the award.
A group of ten people 
from Community Presbyte-
rian Church  and other area 
churches traveled to Pearl-
ington, Miss. recently to help 
with the ongoing effort to 
rebuild following Hurricane 
Katrina over two years ago. 
Making the trip were Har-
old and Dona Peck, Ed and 
Nancy Engelhardt and Pastor 
Gary Catterson.
Ralph and Lois Schrader 
are celebrating their 65th 
wedding anniversary Feb. 13 
with a card shower.
Named to the Dean’s List 
at the University of Iowa were 
Heather McMullan and Katie 
Polfer. Those named to the list 
at Upper Iowa were Tharin 
Benson, Jill Christofferson, 
Kendra Kerr, Joy Minekwu, 
Jillian White and Michael 
Zimmerman.
Mitchell Schultz and 
Ethan Snitker placed ﬁ rst in 
the sectional wrestling tour-
nament at Starmont.
Leah Lechtenberg was 
chosen to participate in the 
Gatorade All-Star Basketball 
Game at Mt. Mercy in Cedar 
Rapids.
Nancy Radloff was the 
Grand Prize winner in the 
Valentine Gift Give Away. 
The Grand Prize was two hour 
long massages from Divine 
Gifts Massage owner Tiffany 
Anderson.
Former Postville teacher 
Joe Millard has written a book 
“The Quiet Journey”, a book 
of memoirs.
Mitchell Schultz has qual-
iﬁ ed to participate in the State 
Wrestling Tournament in Des 
Moines.
Julie Schnuelle will be 
contributing recipes and more 
in her new Herald-Leader col-
umn, “Jibberish by Julie”.
Named to the Dean’s List 
at Marietta College were 
Stephanie Gelo and Wade 
Christofferson. Named to the 
list at Iowa State were An-
drew Dibble, Amanda Horns 
and Bryan Schutte.
Mitchell Schultz brought 
home the seventh place medal 
from the state wrestling tour-
nament.
The Allamakee County 
Supervisors endorsed Project 
NICHES at the YMCA with a 
monetary donation.
The chimes given in lov-
ing memory of Collin Har-
baugh who died last summer 
in a drowning accident were 
dedicated at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church on Sunday.
Jeremy Strub director of 
the Northeast Iowa YMCA, 
the Board of Directors, Post-
ville Community Schools, 
The Chamber of Commerce, 
the Allamakee County Board 
of Supervisors, The Postville 
Child Care and the State of 
Iowa are pleased to announce 
the upcoming expansion at 
the YMCA. The expansion 
will include a classroom 
for preschool, a community 
room, a therapeutic pool and a 
racquetball court. The YMCA 
is conducting a fund drive to 
raise $70,000 to help match 
grant funding.
March
Mark Donlon and Mar-
ta Masnyk were crowned 
Sweetheart King and Queen 
at the Dance held over the 
weekend.
A volunteer effort is be-
ing organized to complete 
the renovation at Turner Hall 
which was begun over two 
years ago. Newly elected 
